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Mike Gurnett: If you ask an archer what’s their favorite part to this sport there’s a good chance their answer will be, getting a one-on-one close-up view of some of nature’s best performances.  

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) This is a high tech world of special clothing, equipment and calls, all designed to draw the wildlife in. The problem is, what fools an elk can also fool a bear.

Kevin Frey: Bears hunt elk also.  Elk bugles and cow calls, everything your doing

Kevin Frey: (On Camera) is wrong in the sense of trying to avoid a bear encounter.  You’re wearing camouflage; you’re standing still or moving slowly.  The bears can’t see you.  The bears can’t smell you.

Kevin Frey: It is recommended that you hunt with a partner in grizzly bear country just due to safety and two people being more aware of what’s going on.  Glass the area and watch for ravens because there’s a good chance there’s a carcass there and potentially there is a bear on the ground; someone bigger owns that carcass. Try to avoid those areas or skirt around them.

Kevin Frey:  You need to practice with bear pepper spray. You should know how the can works.  You need to rehearse in your head, what would I do if I encountered a bear out here today in the woods or if I was bluff-charged.  Think about that.  Don’t just buy a can of pepper spray, throw it in your pack or throw it on your hip and never think about how you would use it.  If you are going to have an encounter it is going to happen immediately and you are not going to have much time to react.

Mike Gurnett: Use two to three second bursts and aim low creating a ground cloud for the bear to run into. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

