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“ANTELOPE STUDY”

WINSTON GREELY:  CAPTURING THE FASTEST ANIMAL IN NORTH AMERICA IS NO EASY TASK, BUT IT IS A CRITICAL ASPECT TO A NEW STUDY THAT IS USING GPS COLLARS TO TRACK THE MOVEMENTS OF ONE OF MONTANA’S PRAIRIE ICONS.

KELVIN JOHNSON:  THIS STUDY IS NOT ONLY LOOKING AT JUST WHAT HABITATS THEY ARE USING, BUT AREAS THEY ARE AVOIDING OR AREAS THAT MIGHT BE A BOTTLENECK. 

WINSTON GREELY:  WILDLIFE MANAGERS HAVE LEARNED THAT ROADS, FENCES AND OTHER IMPEDIMENTS CAN ALTER AN ANTELOPES MOVEMENT. THIS IS AMPLIFIED WHEN THEY CAN MIGRATE THREE TO 400 MILES BETWEEN THEIR SUMMER AND WINTER RANGES.

KELVIN JOHNSON:  LET’S SAY A BOTTLENECK BECOMES TOO MUCH OF A PROBLEM. IF WE GET A BAD WINTER, THEY ARE GOING TO BE PUSHING SOUTH WHAT IF WE HAD SOMETHING IN THE WAY AND THEY TRY TO PUSH THROUGH AND THEY CAN’T. THE WINTER COMES AND IT IS GOING TO STOP THEM RIGHT THERE AND SO IT COULD HAVE A HUGE NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THEIR POPULATIONS. 

WINSTON GREELY:  WHILE THIS STUDY WILL IDENTIFY CRUCIAL ANTELOPE HABITATS, AN IMPORTANT COMPONENT WILL BE TO GAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN ANTELOPE AND THE AREAS GROWING ENERGY DEVELOPMENT.

KELVIN JOHNSON:  AS FAR AS ENERGY DEVELOPMENT GOES THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO SEE WHAT WORKS AND WHAT CAN BE IMPROVED ON AND I KNOW THAT EVERYBODY IN THAT ARENA IS INTERESTED IN MAKING IMPROVEMENTS.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

