FWP Outdoor Report Script

8/18/05

“ANIMAL PLAN”

WINSTON GREELY: FOR KELSEY DALTON THIS SUMMER IS FILLED WITH TRAPS.

KELSEY DAYTON: COME ON.

WINSTON GREELY: KELSEY AND OTHER CREWS THROUGHOUT THE STATE ARE COLLECTING A VARIETY OF SMALL MAMMALS. 

KELSEY DALTON: I THINK IT IS CUTE.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS DATA WILL HELP AID MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS IN A NEW LANDMARK STRATEGY. 

T.O. SMITH: NO ONE HUNTS OR FISHES FOR SMALL MAMMALS AND PRAIRIE FISH, BUT THEY ARE OUT THERE AND THEY ARE AN IMPORTANT PART OF ALL THE COMMUNITIES. BUT OVER THE LAST ONE HUNDRED YEARS, WE HAVE NOT HAD FUNDING TO GO LOOK AT SMALL MAMMALS OR PRAIRIE FISH.

WINSTON GREELY: (ON CAMERA) IN ORDER TO PREVENT SOME OF MONTANA’S UNKNOWN ANIMALS FROM GOING UNDER THE RADAR SCREEN AND EVENTUALLY FLYING ONTO THE ENDANGERED SPECIES LIST, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BEGAN PROVIDING MATCHING FUNDS TO STATES FOR WILDLIFE CONSERVATION PROJECTS. HOWEVER, THE CAVEAT CONGRESS REQUIRES IS A FULL-BLOWN FISH AND WILDLIFE ASSESSMENT BY OCTOBER OF THIS YEAR.

T.O. SMITH: WHAT THE STRATEGY DOES IS IT TIES TOGETHER ALL OF THE SPECIES IN THE STATE TO THEIR COMMON HABITATS. AND THEN IDENTIFIES THOSE HABITATS WE CAN START CONSERVING THAT WILL GIVE US THE BIGGEST BANG FOR THE BUCK FOR CONSERVING GREAT NUMBERS OF SPECIES.

GREELY: CONSERVATION EFFORTS EXPENDED NOW ARE COMPARABLE TO PREVENTATIVE HEALTH CARE. 

T.O. SMITH: THAT’S WHAT WE ARE DOING FOR THESE SPECIES, WE ARE SAYING LET’S GET AHEAD OF THE BALL GAME AND BE PROACTIVE. LET’S MAKE SURE WE KEEP THEM HEALTHY THAT WE PROVIDE THEM WITH HABITAT. AND THROUGH EFFORTS LIKE THE SMALL MAMMALS, WE GIVE THEM A CHECK-UP ONCE IN A WHILE. HOPEFULLY, WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO DO IS PREVENT THEM FROM COMING TO THE EMERGENCY ROOM.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH,  

KELSEY DALTON: BE EXCITING IF WE CAUGHT A SKUNK OR SOMETHING.

WINSTON GREELY: SMALL MAMMALS AND PARKS.

