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MIKE GURNETT:  One of the key ingredients to Montana’s over one hundred years of fish and wildli9fe restoration work has been to involve volunteers. 

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) and that history taught our agency that when the public is involved in our fish, wildlife and parks field work it helps people create a sense of pride and ownership in the resource.

MARK SWEENEY: I’ve talked to several individuals over time that fondly remember days when they’ve helped the fish hatchery take 

MARK SWEENEY: (On Camera) fish into mountain lakes and it is something that I kind of wanted to get going again.

DAVE GUHLKE: I got involved with this when Mark called me up and asked if I would volunteer to help plant fish in Lower Barker Lake and Upper Barker Lake.  I knew I could ride into Lower Barker; Upper Barker is pretty rocky and pretty steep.

MARK SWEENEY: So what we will do is Dave and the horse will pack the water and fish into the lower lake, They once we are at the lower lake we will fill backpacks for about a forty-five minute walk into the upper lake.

CHRIS MARCHION: You know the motivation sometimes to go to a mountain lake is the concept that you want to fish, you want to catch fish.

But as time goes by and you sit around the campfire and tell stories when you are a part of something that replenishes a resource…those are the kind of memories that I think stay with you.

MIKE GURNETT: It would be hard to be any more thrifty than having volunteers with horses and backpacks plant these fish.  But hopefully the ownership these folks have in these west slope cut’s is priceless.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

