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“WOLF FLADRY”

WINSTON GREELY: RESEARCHERS ARE rushing TO PUT UP a FENCE BEFORE THE CALVING SEASON BEGINS. 

BRIAN FINNAN: AS THE COWS BEGIN TO CALVE, OBVIOUSLY THE CALF IS MORE VULNERABLE TO DEPREDATION. 

WINSTON GREELY: to aid ranchers in preventing wolf depredation, STATE MANAGERS EMPLOY A VARIETY OF non-lethal deterrents. ONE OF THESE is FLADRY which is a string of flags that when moving deters wolves from crossing. this technique has been around for centuries, HOWEVER its’ effectiveness varies. 

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): so now a new research project in montana is looking at electrfying the fladry. 

NATHAN LANCE: WE WANTED TO SEE IF IT WAS BETTER THAN THE REGULAR FLADRY AND HOW MUCH LONGER DID IT PROTECT A FOOD SOURCE. 

WINSTON GREELY: NATHAN’S RECENT CAPTIVE RESEARCH ON ELECTRIFIED FLADRY LOOKS PROMISING, BUT NOW the bigger task is applying it in the wild.

NATHAN LANCE: WE HAVE PROVEN IT WORKS IN CAPTIVITY AND IT HAS SOME REALLY PROMISING DATA FROM THAT AND NOW WE WANT TO LOOK AT WHAT ARE OUR LIMITATIONS? HOW BIG OF PASTURES CAN WE PROTECT WITH THIS SYSTEM?

WINSTON GREELY: THIS electrified fladry RESEARCH IS JUST ONE PART OF AN ONGOING EFFORT TO CREATE A BETTER RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WOLVES AND AGRICULTURE. 

JON TRAPP: JUST AS WE WENT THROUGH GROWING PAINS WITH ELK EATING HAY AND BEARS GETTING INTO BEEHIVES, WE LEARNED WAYS TO PROTECT THE HAY AND WAYS TO PROTECT THE BEEHIVES. SO, WE JUST NEED TO GET SMARTER AND LEARN HOW WE CAN PROTECT LIVESTOCK.  

WINSTON GREELY: winston greely out among montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

