           MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS_____

OUTDOOR REPORT
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“Winter Impacts On Elk”

 March 10, 2011
Mike Gurnett: If you read the calendar, it’s only a few days until spring, but in the upper Big Hole Valley you’d never know it.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) I’m standing in over two feet of snow and if you dig down, there’s another two inches of ice before you reach vegetation.  During a touch year, this is a rough place to be an elk. 
Craig Fager: Here in the Big Hole Valley there are three stories with elk.

Craig Fager: (On Camera) We have a large segment of the population that leaves and goes over towards Salmon, Idaho to winter.  Some of them go down river towards Fleecer Mountain and there’s another segment that  comes down into the Bannack country and then there’s a population that stays resident to the valley and this year in particular they’re really paying a heavy price for doing so.

Craig Fager: You can look at the long-bones of a deer or an elk you can get a relative index in the amount of fat they’re maintaining in that marrow.   A lot of the mortality will actually happen in the spring and as biologists this is the time of year where we’re trying to

measure this and make recommendations going into the 2011 hunting season. In this case we’ll certainly be recommending a reduction in cow licenses or antlerless licenses for this population.
Mike Gurnett: Tentative herd management decisions are made in March, but for biologist that work is this type of country they wait to make their final discussions after they assess the severity of spring storms. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.
