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Mike Gurnett: With the warmer temperatures and longer days, winter seems to be loosening its grip.  Just as things seem to be going along pretty well
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) along comes one of these cold wet late winter early spring snowstorms.  This is the weather that’s tough on wildlife.
George Pauley: (On Camera) A common misconception is that stress associated with winter is passed once we reach springtime.
George Pauley: Even if they’re on great winter habitat under reasonably good conditions they are actually going to be losing weight all winter long.  Their fat reserves are completely depleted during springtime and it’s an especially critical period.  The condition of forage in wintertime is inadequate to meet their energy needs. 

George Pauley: Bulls and bucks begin winter with less body fat than does and cows and this is because of the affects of breeding season.  They feed less during breeding season and they are more active so they begin winter with less body fat and then that body fat depletes at the same rate as does for female animals so they are actually in much worse shape as winter progresses.

George Pauley: Calves and fawns typically start winter with less body fat so realize they are also in their first winter and they are a bit fragile and they are in an even more negative energy budget during the winter time and lose weight a little bit faster than adult elk and they start the wintertime with less body fat.  
George Pauley: The nutritional demands of pregnancy increase dramatically in the last trimester and that occurs during the later part of winter and early spring so does and cows have substantially higher nutritional demands at that time and  will deplete fat much more rapidly than other animals.

Mike Gurnett. So if you head out to cure a little cabin fever, springtime is a great time to give wildlife a wide birth. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.        
