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Mike Gurnett: In Montana, when you hear reports that “The Bears Are Out,” well it’s a sure sign of spring. A time for photographers and spring bear hunters to grab their gear and head to the field.  
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera)  But there’s a dark-side to the pursuit of black bears. Their gall bladders and paws have made Montana a target for illegal wildlife trafficking. The same type of criminal markets that are impacting wildlife on a world-wide stage.
Jim Kropp:  This is typically not the kind of focus you would think a Montana Game Warden should be interested in.  However in today’s world, without treasured resources we are not immune to international crime. We have world-class species to protect.
Dave Loewen:  So we executed our search warrants that we had on buying and selling of black bear gall bladders and paws.  

Dave Loewen: (On Camera) Most of we were looking for we found. We found some gall bladders, bear paws, bear claws, things that we suspected were here, we found those.

Jim Kropp: We have seen many instances regarding illegal activities with black bears.  We count on the public to help us report those violations and anyone who has information specifically can contact our Tip-Mont turn in poacher’s hotline, 1-800-TIP-MONT.

Mike Gurnett: The killing of elephants for ivory or rhinoceros for their horn seems far-removed from our lives.  But with abundant and diverse wildlife populations it’s no surprise that Montana is also on the international poachers radar screen. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.        
