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Mike Gurnett: One of the major concerns of Montana’s private landowners and public land managers is the war against noxious weeds.  Over the past 10 years biological controls
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) have proved to be relatively inexpensive tool ideal for used along waterways and hard to reach places.  Insects who’s goal is to eat themselves out of house and home.
David Dziak: For leafy spurge we found a cocktail of bugs, so to speak.

David Dziak: (On Camera) We can release them on the targeted noxious weed and those bugs will attack nothing but that noxious weed.  Lasitocia and Nigriscutis attach the roots while oberea attacks the stem of the plant.

David Dziak: By sweeping the plants for 15 to 20 minutes and seeing what the results at the bottom of the net are. It gives us a pretty good idea if we can harvest some of these bugs out of this area and move them into new areas where leafy spurge has been established, other wildlife management areas.  We’ve also passed them on to some of our local neighbors so everyone has been kind of winning in this  
David Dziak: We’re not saying it’s the silver bullet by any means, but is definitely a very important tool to incorporate in any weed management plan. 
Mike Gurnett:  In addition to biological controls being used on leafy spurge, specialized insects are proving to be successful in slowing the spread of other noxious plants like spotted Knapweed. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

