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Mike Gurnett:  During dry years, this is merely a shallow depression on the landscape known as Comanche Basin, but when there’s water this place becomes a waterfowl factory. Right through the middle of the lake, when there is a lake runs Northwestern Energy’s 500,000 volt transmission lines. 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Those lines can become a hazard as the birds fly around the area. 
Sam Milodragovich: Bird collisions have been occurring for a long time.  These products to make the lines more visible haven’t always been available. 

Sam Milodragovich: (On Camera) This particular product is a spring-loaded clamp.  You put it around the wire and then you close the clamp and it holds it in place.  The wind then spins the device, giving it motion. In addition to the motion itself we have different decals on here as well.

Laurence Perry: All we do is power line work, be it inspection or repair work or what we are doing here today which is marking the lines for the birds.  Right now we are working over water and the water is moving, and the wire moves and we’re moving, everything’s moving.
Laurence Perry: (On Camera) As a pilot, my responsibilities are to make sure the lineman is held in a very close proximity to the wire and that proximity is about a foot away so that he can maintain contact with the work. 

Sam Milodragovich: Northwestern is an electrical utility, but we live here in Montana and there is a reason we live here. We love this country; we loved the wildlife and enjoy it.  It’s just we’re doing the right thing.

Mike Gurnett:  The reflectors won’t totally fix the problem.  They will make a big difference in reducing bird mortality. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and park.
