MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS_____

OUTDOOR REPORT

CLOSED CAPTION TEXT

“Warden’s Gene Sara Shoot”
     June 13, 2013

Mike Gurnett: Each year Montana Game Wardens gather for in-service training. Among the most popular activities is the Gene Sara Memorial Shoot. 

Mike Gurnett: On Camera) It’s a friendly competition between FWP Regional Offices design to test their skills, build teamwork and honor a fallen comrade.
Jim DeBoer:  In January of 1974, 

Jim DeBoer: (On Camera) Gene Sara and I were both working for the Department of Fish and Game.  Gene responding with a deputy to a domestic disturbance call, as we all have when we assist other officers, was killed in the line of duty.  This tragic event lead to the Department arming game wardens within about a year.

Matt Ladd: Basically what we do here today and what we do every year is we do something that involves the skills with the firearms we use.

Matt Ladd: (On Camera) We’re utilizing cover with our shooting scenarios out here on the range as far as moving while we are shooting, fast pace, typical of something maybe we would do in the field.

Jim Kropp:  A lot of our people are stationed in small communities.  We work often times by ourselves.

Jim Kropp: We rely on other piece officers for backup and they rely on us for backup in many situations throughout Montana.  There is a lot of passion with our work and a lot of passion with this competition and our folks plan for this event all year.

Jim DeBoer:  It keeps in the forefront, life and be short and you have to be prepared.   

Mike Gurnett: And each time the Memorial Trophy is awarded to FWP’s top marksmanship team the memory and the sacrifice of Gene Sara lives on. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

