FWP Outdoor Report Script

3/17/11
“WINTER KILL”

WINSTON GREELY: BIOLOGIST KELVIN JOHNSON HAS SEEN THIS WINTER’S TOLL ON WILDLIFE.
KELVIN JOHNSON:  THESE ANTELOPE HAVE BEEN LIVING IN THIS ENVIRONMENT SINCE BEFORE THANKSGIVING, MEANWHILE EVERY NIGHT WE GET TO GO TO OUR NICE FUZZY WARM BEDS.
WINSTON GREELY: WITH RECORD SETTING SNOW AND BRUTALLY COLD TEMPERATURES THIS WINTER HAS HAD A HUGE IMPACT ON EASTERN MONTANA’S WILDLIFE: MORE THAN 700 ANTELOPE KILLED BY TRAINS, COUNTLESS 100’S DEAD ALONG ROADS AND MANY MORE FROM STARVATION. 
MARK SULLIVAN: CERTAINLY WE ARE GOING TO BE SEEING DECREASES IN NUMBERS AND A CORRESPONDING DECREASE IN LICENSES AND HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES UP HERE
WINSTON GREELY: THE SEVERITY OF THIS WINTER HAS MANY RESIDENTS SYMPATHETIC TO WILDLIFE’S PLIGHT.
MARK SULLIVAN: AND WE ARE CERTAINLY VERY APPRECIATIVE OF LANDOWNER TOLERANCE THIS YEAR. AND THEY ARE PUTTING UP WITH A LOT OF DEER IN THEIR HAYSTACKS.
WINSTON GREELY: IT CAN BE HEART WRENCHING FOR PEOPLE TO SEE WILDLIFE SUFFERING IN THESE CONDITIONS, BUT HELPING OUT CAN CAUSE MORE HARM.
MARK SULLIVAN: SOME FOLKS THINK WE SHOULD FEED WILDLIFE, BUT IF ANIMALS START TRYING TO FEED ON HAY LATER IN THE WINTER WHEN THEY ARE ALREADY VERY STRESSED THEIR STOMACH JUST CAN’T MAKE THAT ADJUSTMENT AND THEY DIE WITH A FULL BELLY.
WINSTON GREELY: MANAGERS WON’T KNOW THE EXTENT OF THIS WINTERKILL FOR A FEW MORE MONTHS, BUT IN THE MEANTIME THEY ARE HOPING FOR A MILD SPRING TO LESSEN THIS WINTERS’ DEADLY IMPACTS. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.
