FWP Outdoor Report Script

7/07/11
“WILD HORSE PONY”

WINSTON GREELY: VISITORS TO WILD HORSE ISLAND STATE PARK HAVE NOTICED SOMETHING THAT HASN’T BEEN SEEN IN DECADES.
DAVE LANDSTROM:  A LITTLE PAINT FILLY SHOWED UP THIS SPRING. OBVIOUSLY THE OFFSPRING OF ONE OF THE MARES WE PLACED ON THE ISLAND LAST MAY. AND WE KNEW ONE OF THOSE MARES COULD POTENTIALLY BE BRED AND IT TURNED OUT ONE OF THEM ACTUALLY WAS.
WINSTON GREELY: FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS HAS MAINTAINED A SMALL NON-BREEDING WILD HORSE HERD SINCE THE ISLAND BECAME A PARK MORE THAN 30 YEARS AGO, BUT LAST YEAR MANAGERS FOR THE FIRST TIME TRANSFERRED FEMALES TO REPLENISH THE ISLAND’S POPULATION.
DAVE LANDSTROM: CLEARLY WE DON’T INTEND TO HAVE A BREEDING POPULATION, THAT ONE IS AN ANOMALY, THERE AREN’T ANY THERE AREN’T ANY STUDS ON THE ISLAND. AND THAT LITTLE HORSE HAS BEEN BORN INTO A PRETTY GOOD SITUATION AND PROBABLY DOESN’T EVEN REALIZE IT YET.
WINSTON GREELY: AS THE WORD SPREADS AND MORE VISITORS SEEK OUT THIS NEW ADDITION TO THE ISLAND, MANAGERS WANT TO REMIND PEOPLE TO KEEP THE WILD IN WILD HORSES.
DAVE LANDSTROM: THAT’S ONE OF OUR CHALLENGES THIS YEAR IS TO TRY AND CONTINUE TO REMIND PEOPLE NOT TO FEED THE HORSES OR ANY OF THE WILDLIFE. GIVE THEM A LITTLE ROOM, IT’S FINE TO GET UP AND PHOTOGRAPH AND OBSERVE THEM, BUT GIVE THEM A LITTLE SPACE.
WINSTON GREELY: THIS UNINTENDED PONY SHOULD BE THE LAST HORSE BORN ON THE ISLAND, BUT HER PRESENCE WILL REMIND PEOPLE THAT THIS REALLY IS A WILD HORSE ISLAND. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

