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2/03/11
“WILDLIFE CENTER”

WINSTON GREELY: LAURIE EVARTS FINALLY HAS AN OFFICE TO CALL HER OWN, WHICH WILL HELP AS SHE FOCUSES ON THE GOAL OF THE NEW MONTANA WILD EDUCATION CENTER TO CONNECT PEOPLE TO NATURE.
LAURIE EVARTS: AND WE ARE LOOKING AT DOING THAT THROUGH A MULTITUDE OF WAYS, WE ARE GOING TO OFFER OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL PROGRAMMING. BUT WE ARE ALSO GOING TO CONNECT WITH KIDS DURING THEIR SCHOOL DAY. AND THEN OFFER PROGRAMMING ON THE WEEKENDS FOR FAMILIES THE MAIN IDEA IS TO GET PEOPLE CONNECTED TO THE OUTDOORS.
WINSTON GREELY: THE EVOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC STEDMAN FOUNDRY AS AN EDUCATIONAL CENTER IS THE RESULT OF A 15 YEAR PARTNERSHIP. TODAY, AS THE FINAL TOUCHES ARE BEING ADDED, THE CENTER IS PREPARING TO OPEN ITS’ DOORS TO THE WORLD OF MONTANA’S GREAT OUTDOORS.
LAURIE EVARTS: THE IDEA IS THAT IT IS A STATEWIDE FACILITY. WE ARE GOING TO BE DOING SOME OUTREACH PROGRAMS; REALLY TAPPING INTO THOSE AREAS, THOSE RURAL COMMUNITIES THAT DON’T GET THOSE OPPORTUNITIES, AS WELL AS, BRINGING IN KIDS FROM ACROSS THE STATE TO VISIT THE FACILITY.
WINSTON GREELY: ONE OF THE FOCAL POINTS OF THIS CENTER IS THIS LIVING STREAM, WHICH WILL FEATURE MONTANA’S COLD AND WARM WATER FISH. 
JOE MAURIER: AND BY THE TIME IT’S ALL DONE YOU WILL SEE DISPLAYS IN HERE, WE HAVE WET LABS FOR KIDS, WE ARE GOING TO HAVE AN ARCHERY RANGE, A FISHING DOCK, AND INTERPRETIVE TRAILS.
WINSTON GREELY: AS LAURIE GIVES A TOUR OF THE CENTER, SHE BELIEVES MONTANANS ARE EAGER TO EXPERIENCE THE OUTDOORS THROUGH THE NEW MONTANA WILD.
LAURIE EVARTS: THERE IS A LOT OF EXCITEMENT PEOPLE HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR THIS FOR FIFTEEN YEARS SO THEY ARE GLAD TO SEE IT HAS FINALLY COME TO BE REALIZED.
WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

