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10/06/11
“UPLAND BIRDS”

WINSTON GREELY: FOR YEARS, SPORTSMAN AND FARMER JOE PERRY HAS WORKED TO IMPROVE WILDLIFE ON HIS PLACE. ONE PROGRAM THAT HAS HELPED HIM IN HIS EFFORTS, AIMS TO IMPROVE UPLAND GAME BIRD HABITAT AND HUNTING.
JOE PERRY: I THINK THAT’S WHAT SPORTSMEN IN THE STATE WERE AFTER. THEY WERE AFTER BIRD PRODUCTION THROUGH HABITAT AND MORE PLACES TO HUNT. 
WINSTON GREELY:  IN THE 1980S THE MONTANA LEGISLATURE CREATED THE UPLAND GAME BIRD ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM TO IMPROVE UPLAND GAME BIRD POPULATIONS AND HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES. THE PROGRAM, FUNDED BY HUNTER LICENSE DOLLARS, FOCUSES MAINLY ON CREATING AND ENHANCING UPLAND BIRD HABITAT.
DIANE BOYD: I THINK THE UPLAND GAME BIRD PROGRAM IS A LITTLE GEM THAT HAS BEEN UNDERUTILIZED AND UNDER-APPRECIATED AND I THINK IT HAS TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL AND WE ARE JUST STARTING TO GET THERE NOW.
WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA):  WHAT HAS INVIGORATED THIS PROGRAM IS 2009 LEGISLATION THAT LED TO NEW BIRD BIOLOGISTS AND A STRATEGIC PLAN CREATED BY A CITIZEN COUNCIL.
JOE PERRY: WHAT CAME OUT OF IT WAS PROBABLY A BETTER MECHANISM TO OPERATE WITHIN THE STATE; IT JUST GETS EVERYBODY ON THE SAME PAGE.
WINSTON GREELY: DESPITE THE PROGRAMS NEW FOUND EFFORTS, MONTANA’S UPLAND GAME BIRDS ARE FACING SOME TOUGH TIMES. CONSECUTIVE HARD WINTERS AND COLD, WET SPRINGS HAVE SET POPULATIONS BACK. BUT THE UPLAND GAME BIRD ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM’S GOAL IS STILL THE KEY TO THE FUTURE FOR MONTANA’S UPLAND GAME BIRDS.
DIANE BOYD: BUILD HABITAT AND THEY WILL COME. THAT’S THE SOLUTION FOR UPLAND BIRDS. IF WE WANT TO BE CREDITED AS BEING AN AREA THAT HAS GOOD UPLAND GAME BIRD HUNTING, WE HAVE TO DO SOMETHING TO ENHANCE POPULATIONS AND ALL THESE DIFFERENT PROJECTS WE DO HELP WITH THOSE.
WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

