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“UPLAND BIRD WORK”

WINSTON GREELY: THE POPULATION OF FROID NEARLY DOUBLES DURING THE UPLAND GAME BIRD SEASON. THIS IS BECAUSE MIXED IN WITH THE LOCALS AT THIS ANNUAL PHEASANT OPENER STEAK FRY ARE HUNTERS FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY. THEIR PRESENCE IS WELCOMED BECAUSE THEY HAVE BECOME VITAL TO THE SURVIVAL OF MANY TOWNS IN THE NORTHEASTERN CORNER OF THE STATE.
MIKE JENSEN: AND ONE OF THE BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR LOCAL ECONOMY HAS BEEN UPLAND GAME BIRD HUNTING. AND ONE OF THE THINGS WE TALK ABOUT IN OUR CHAMBER MEETINGS AND STUFF IS HOW THIS IS SO IMPORTANT TO KEEP OUR BUSINESSES GOING. BECAUSE EVERYBODY THAT LIVES IN THIS AREA REALIZES IT IS NICE TO HAVE BUSINESSES TO GO DO BUSINESS WITH.
WINSTON GREELY: THE IMPORTANCE OF BIRD HUNTERS HAS LED TO A UNIQUE AGREEMENT BETWEEN A LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND THE STATE TO IMPROVE BIRD HABITAT.
SCOTT THOMPSON: WE HAVE A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH SHERIDAN COUNTY AND WE HAVE THE ABILITY TO USE ACTUALLY THEIR COUNTY EMPLOYEES AND SOME OF THEIR EQUIPMENT TO PUT IN HABITAT PROJECTS.
MIKE JENSEN: THEY KNOW THAT IT IS AN ECONOMIC BENEFIT TO SHERIDAN COUNTY TO HAVE THIS UPLAND GAME BIRD HUNTING. SO FOR THE COUNTY IT IS NOT THAT BIG OF A DEAL TO ADD A LITTLE MORE EFFORT HERE TO GO PUT SOME CROPS IN.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS WORK ALONG WITH THE MANY HABITAT PROJECTS THAT HAVE BEEN DONE OVER THE YEARS ARE PRIMARY REASONS UPLAND BIRDS ARE THE MAIN ATTRACTION IN THIS CORNER OF THE STATE.
DREW HENRY: THERE IS A REAL AFFINITY TO THE PHEASANTS, NOT ONLY THE PHEASANTS BUT THE SHARPTAIL AND THE PARTRIDGE UP HERE. THEY ARE KIND OF THE CHARISMATIC MEGA FAUNA; I GUESS YOU COULD SAY, OF THIS AREA IN SOME CASES. WHERE AS IN OTHER AREAS THERE MIGHT NOT BE AS MUCH FOCUS ON THE BIRDS.
WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS

