MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS
OUTDOOR REPORT

CLOSED CAPTION TEXT

“The Rodsmiths”
  December 26, 2013

Mike Gurnett: Considering the quality of materials, the perfection in the craftsmanship, and attention to detail, Tom Morgan Rod smith Rods are the finest instruments of their kind in the world.
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) A little over 20 years ago Tom Morgan sold his business, the iconic Winston Rod Company. It was a time in Tom’s life that he drove a convertible sports car and was courting Gerri, the woman who would become his wife. It was also when Tom began walking with a slight limp. It was the beginning of muscular sclerosis.    
Mike Gurnett: Today high on a hill between the Madison and Gallatin is the home of Tom & Gerri’s business and the center of their incredible journey.
Tom Morgan: I grew-up guiding fishermen around Southwestern Montana.

Tom Morgan: (On Camera) I have really developed a good sense of what it takes to make a great fishing rod. After I design them, my only involvement is looking down the rod for straightness or lining up the guides or lining up the reel seats.

SFX: Oh, that’s perfect!

Tom Morgan: Gerri does all the finish work on all the rods.

Gerri Carlson:  I’m not his hands because people want to think, they want to say I’m his hands 
Gerri Carlson: I’m my own hands and I want to be as integral in the creative process as he is. So…  I can’t design rods but, you know how we figure out problems and things.

Tom Morgan: Gerri and I try to build our rods to the very highest level and and one thing that we’ve really discovered is it’s either right or it’s not.

Gerri Carlson: Perfection is really what you’re aiming for, which is a different kind of work. It is a different kind of purpose in a way.

Tom Morgan:  The one gift that I have is that I almost never ever think that I have M. S. 

SFX: Oh, that’s perfect Gerri!

Tom Morgan: I’m still Tom Morgan with M. S., I am not M. S.  I dwell on what we can do, not what we can’t do so I can continue my life as the person I really am.  When the rods go out of here they’re just a close to perfection as I believe anybody can make them.

 Mike Gurnett: You don’t need a Stradivarius to play the violin or a Steinway to play the piano, but for the reasons that those things are important well, they are the same reasons for Tom Morgan Rodsmith Rods. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.        
