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Mike Gurnett: The reintroduction of the grey wolf is widely considered the most controversial wildlife effort in the history of the American West. 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Early on, Ed Bangs was selected by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be at the center of this work.  Most of the take-holders agree, Ed was the right person, in the right place, at the right time. 

Ed Bangs:  What happened is wolves started coming back to Montana on their own.  In 1986 was the first den 
Ed Bangs: (On Camera) and then in 1987 was the first depredation and so it went pretty badly.  Nobody really knew what to do about wolves.  My job was to help do some outreach, help do the research up there, and then I was directed by the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture to re-introduce wolves to Central Idaho and Yellowstone.  I was the project leader that went up and got wolves in Canada and brought them down to the U.S.
Bob Ream: As you might expect, when Congress made that decision, the issue became very polarized. 

Bob Ream: (On Camera) Ed was the kind of person who could work with all sides on the issue.  Ed’s attitude was one where the objective is to reach the recovery goal and turn it over to State management as quickly as possible.

Ed Bangs: Well when I first came down from Alaska in 1988 there were only 10 wolves, all of them in Glacier National Park and today we have about 1700. So, biologically, by every possible measure, wolves in the Northern Rocky Mountains are recovered right now.  The cycle isn’t completed until we turn them over to State and Tribal management.  I’m glad it finally happened. It makes it really easy for me to retire now.

Mike Gurnett: The State’s approach to wolf management will be a rigorous, science-based effort to manage the total number of wolves that can be taken by hunters, while maintaining a balance between all wildlife, their habitats and the people who live in Montana. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

