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Mike Gurnett: The progression of car bodies to rock riprap, hydrologists call it hard armor, ways to control the energy of a stream.
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera)  If fast moving water gets behind a hard armored stream bank causing it to fail it can create a lot of problems.  Now a relatively new way of looking at the function of a flood plain and how to dissipate energy, not confine it.

Beau Downing: (On Camera) And what we are basically doing is reforming a stream bank using native materials that will then stabilize over time as the roots of the willow mature and shoot out from their stems they start to glue the bank together.  What that allows over time is for a stream to laterally migrate, which all streams do.  It is a natural part of stream function. To allow them to erode at rates that are acceptable so instead of losing 50 feet of stream bank in a year the idea is to lose 6 inches, maybe a foot, create over hanging banks and as waters recede out stream banks will still be there.  And although it might have changed the stream bank somewhat, ultimately we’re still going to have a stream bank where we want it moving at rates we like and maintaining fish habitat as we go.
Mike Gurnett:  Recently landowners, agency and conservation district personnel attended a workshop on the banks of the Beaverhead River.

Jeff Ryan: It is the kind of technique that landowners can use, hands on.  

There will be one day of lecture, telling folks the technical detail, but then the next three days will be people on the riverbank, it will be the Beaverhead river, actually doing one of these projects hands-on from beginning to end. 

Mike Gurnett.  Learning ways to allow the channel to flex and dissipate energy.  To work with a stream, not against it. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.        
