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Mike Gurnett: If you ask a rancher about being in the cattle business, there’s a good chance a big part of your conversation will be about being in the hay business.  Some of their major investments of time and money are in the irrigation, cutting, bailing and stacking of hay during the summer months in order to get their cattle through the winter months.
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) And during these harsh winter months, keeping wildlife out of these stack-yards has been a difficult challenge since the end of the open range. Last fall, an experimental fence was constructed around this stack.
Joe Weigand: What we’re testing out here is an electric fence that is 
Joe Weigand: (On Camera) 6 feet high and designed to deter elk damage. 

John Hollenback: It got to the point where we’d come up here in the middle of the night and there would be at least 250 head of elk here.  You know they wanted to do a pilot

John Hollenback: (On Camera) project to see how this would work and I said well I know of a good place right here where and I would work with you the best I could to do that.
Larry Feight: It is going to be a solar powered energizer system setup here

Larry Feight: (On Camera) and that way then it runs 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  The idea is we can keep the elk out with this 7 wire 72 inch fence.

Joe Weigand: We’re testing something new, seeing if it will work and getting the landowners opinion on the effectiveness.

John Hollenback: What I see so far, it’s a great tool for managing for our haystacks and also for management of the wildlife.

Mike Gurnett: And this 6 foot, 7 wire, solar powered electric fence is already proved to be more cost effective than the traditional wooden panels used in the past. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.
