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OUTDOOR REPORT

CLOSED CAPTION TEXT
“Silver Gate Stream Rehabilitation”
 October 11, 2012
Nellie Israel: There were lots of trout in here. They were back-to-back and you could almost walk across them. 
Nellie Israel: (On Camera) They were very active trying to find the gravelly places so their eggs could fall down between the gravel.  It really was something to see.
Mike Gurnett: Willow Creek is an unmapped spring creek that flows right through the middle of Silver Gate Montana.  And although it’s not on a map, the Yellowstone cutthroat trout have known about it for years. Hill-slope erosion, the result of the Yellowstone fires of 1988 plus several restrictive culverts 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) nearly eliminated this historic spawning run.  Now a project is underway to restore the habitat and bring back the Yellowstone cutthroat trout.

Carol Endicott: And the way we are going to do this 

Carol Endicott: (On Camera) narrow and deepen the channel and excavate out a lot of the fine sediment and replace that with high-quality spawning gravel.

Carol Endicott:  This first culvert was quite small.  It was only about a foot in diameter so what it did was impound or backwater about 70 feet of what could ber stream and turned it into a linier wetland, not really a stream. By replacing the culvert and narrowing this up we’ll actually create 70 more feet of spawning habitat in this small stream.  We use a McNeal core sampler to evaluate the quality of spawning gravel and this is what we have, this is what we’re going to have.
Mike Gurnett: By restoring the spawning habitat in Willow Creek, large numbers of Yellowstone cutthroat trout will be back. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.
