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Mike Gurnett:  The sight of biologists electrofishing Silver Bow Creek is a relatively new event.  Not long ago
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) the only scientists working here on Silver Bow were water quality experts, measuring the extremely high level of toxic materials in most likely the most polluted stream in Montana.
Jason Lindstrom: For over 100 years it has been considered a dead stream and 

Jason Lindstrom: (On Camera) it was viewed as an industrial waste-way. And so things have really changed considerably since a lot of the cleanup. Over the last few years we’ve seen more and more trout and what really impresses us is a lot of those trout that6 are coming back are west slope cutthroat trout, our state fish. 

Jason Lindstrom: A project that we are currently working on right now is trying to monitor the movements of these westslope cutthroat trout that are in this stream and so what we are doing is capturing them, getting measurements on them and then we’re implanting a radio transmitter in these fish and we can follow their movement.  
Jason Lindstrom: There is going to be a greenway all along Silver Bow Creek where you could ride your bike out of your home in Butte, ride down and catch a cutthroat trout.  It will provide an opportunity to folks in Butte that have for years, over 100 years, not had a place to go out their backdoor.   It still has issues, but it has come a long ways.
Mike Gurnett:  By following the transmitted signal, biologists have tracked Silver Bow’s west slope cutthroats into the streams tributaries and observed the fish as they successfully spawned.  It’s a good start. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.
