FWP Outdoor Report Script

12/01/11
“SNAILS & SLUGS”

WINSTON GREELY: BIOLOGIST PAUL HENDRICKS USUALLY EVOKES THE SAME RESPONSE WHEN HE TELLS SOMEBODY WHAT HE STUDIES.
PAUL HENDRICKS: IF YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT WELL I STUDY SLUGS AND SNAILS THEY GO UGH I ALWAYS STEP ON THOSE OR KILL THEM THEY ARE A PEST IN THEIR GARDEN, BUT I GO WE HAVE NATIVE ONES THEY AREN’T PESTS.
WINSTON GREELY: HENDRICKS AND THE MONTANA NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM ARE TRYING TO CHANGE THE PERCEPTION OF MONTANA’S LAND SNAILS AND SLUGS WITH THE RELEASE OF A FIELD GUIDE TO THE MORE THAN 60 SPECIES OF SNAILS AND ALMOST 20 SPECIES OF SLUGS KNOWN TO EXIST IN MONTANA.
PAUL HENDRICKS: HOPEFULLY WITH THIS GUIDE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO TELL OR AT LEAST GET A BETTER IDEA OF WHAT KIND OF SNAIL OR SLUG IT IS.
WINSTON GREELY: WHEN ONE STARTS TO LOOK FOR THESE SLOW MOVERS YOU WILL BEGIN TO LEARN SOME INTERESTING THINGS. INCLUDING MONTANA HAS FIVE SPECIES OF SNAILS FOUND ONLY IN MONTANA. SLUGS LIKE SNAILS ALSO HAVE A SHELL BUT IT IS INTERNAL, WHICH BOTH PROVIDE A GOOD SOURCE OF CALCIUM FOR BIRDS AND OTHER CRITTERS.
PAUL HENDRICKS: ONE OF THE OTHER THINGS THAT THESE GUYS ALL DO, THEY FEED ON THIS KIND OF STUFF SO THEY REALLY PLAY A ROLE OF HELPING BREAK DOWN ALL THIS VEGETATION MATERIAL INTO SMALLER AND SMALLER PIECES.
WINSTON GREELY:  AND WHILE THERE IS STILL A LOT TO LEARN ABOUT MONTANA’S SNAILS AND SLUGS, HENDRICKS HOPES THIS FIELD GUIDE WILL GENERATE INTEREST IN THESE LESSER KNOWN MONTANANS.
PAUL HENDRICKS: THIS IS PART OF MONTANA’S NATURAL HERITAGE; THESE ARE JUST AS MUCH APART OF MONTANA AND THE MONTANA WILD LANDS AS GRIZZLY BEARS OR DEER. 
WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

