FWP Outdoor Report Script

11/03/11
“SAVING BULL TROUT”

WINSTON GREELY: BULL TROUT ARE ONE OF THE MOST THREATENED FISH SPECIES IN MONTANA; BUT STATE FISH BIOLOGISTS ARE WORKING TO IMPROVE THEIR ODDS.
LADD KNOTEK: THERE ARE CERTAIN PLACES LEFT THAT ARE STRONGHOLDS AND WHAT WE CAN DO IS MAKE THOSE MORE RESILIENT AND MAKE THOSE POPULATIONS STRONGER.
WINSTON GREELY:  ONE FOCUS ON BULL TROUT IS TAKING PLACE IN THE CLEARWATER RIVER DRAINAGE NEAR SEELEY LAKE. WHERE IN JUST THE LAST YEAR CREWS HAVE REMOVED MAJOR FISH BARRIERS AND RESTORED BULL TROUT HABITAT.
WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): BUT WHAT MIGHT PROVE TO BE THE KEY FOR BULL TROUT IN THIS VALLEY IS THE NEW MARSHALL BLOCK WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA THAT WILL PROTECT PRIME BULL TROUT SPAWNING HABITAT. 
LADD KNOTEK: AND SO IN THIS DRAINAGE WE BASICALLY HAVE OPENED UP PASSAGE NOW FOR BULL TROUT, AND NOW WE HAVE PURCHASED THE LAND WHERE THEY ARE GOING TO SPAWN AND NOW WE ARE RESTORING THE LAND WHERE THEY ARE GOING TO BE SPAWNING AND THAT WILL JUST FILTER DOWN THROUGH THE CLEARWATER AND ALL THE WAY TO THE BLACKFOOT.
WINSTON GREELY: THESE LARGE SCALE PROJECTS ARE ALREADY SHOWING SIGNS OF SUCCESS, JUST THIS FALL BULL TROUT NUMBERS ARE UP, WHICH GIVES BIOLOGISTS HOPE THAT MONTANA’S BULL TROUT WILL ONCE AGAIN BE RESILIENT IN THIS AREA. 
LADD KNOTEK: THE PROJECTS IN THIS DRAINAGE, IT’S SO UNUSUAL FOR THE STARS TO ALIGN LIKE THIS BETWEEN THE LAND ACQUISITIONS, THE RESTORATION PROJECTS, THIS PROJECT. I FEEL PRETTY FORTUNATE TO WORK ON THESE KINDS OF PROJECTS THAT IMPACT SUCH A BIG SCALE AND HAVE TANGIBLE RESULTS.
WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

