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Kevin Frey: Bears are really dangerous in three situations; one is defending a food source, another is if a bear is wounded and another is a female defending her young.  

Kevin Frey: (On Camera) They will take on anything they perceive as a threat to those cubs. 

Mike Gurnett: For over 30 years, Kevin Fry has worked with Montana  bears.   He’s our state’s  Grizzly Bear Management Specialist in South Western Montana… 

The North Boarder of Yellowstone National park.
Mike Gurnett: (On camera) When problem callas comes in, ranging from a bear being too close to houses to people being injured or bears being killed—Kevin is our go-to guy.

So when it comes to common sense protection while spending time in bear country, Kevin is a great source for insight.

Kevin Frey: If you’re in a close encounter situation or feel you are going to be attacked by a bear and you decide to use your hand gun, in all truthfulness you may only have two to five seconds to react to that bear getting to you.  You have to get that gun out, aim and hit that bear and actually kill it.  When a bear is charging at you there’s small areas that might be lethal. 

Kevin Frey:  Another self defense tool you can carry with you in the woods for protection with bears is bear spray.  If you are3 unfamiliar with bear spray and you decide to purchase it you need to rehearse in your mind plus also physically rehearse with that bear spray, how it works,how you are going to react with the bear.

Kevin Frey: The best way to avoid an encounter with a bear is be really aware of your surroundings.  Staring at the ttail is going to let you walk right into a bear.  You need to listen, stop look and make noise when you’re hiking. Bears generally when they hear us coming they just move away and we don’t even know they were there.
Mike Gurnett: Each person in your party should have his or her own bear spray. And it’s a good idea to carry an extra canister so if you happen to deploy one of the can, you’ll still have  protection on your way back to your vehicle.  This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 
