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Mike Gurnett: In 1990 the pallid sturgeon was added to the Endangered Species list.  Since then they have been captured, equipped with transmitters, tracked, spawned in controlled environments, had chips inserted and released back into the wild.
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera)  And with all the work that’s been done biologists are hopeful that it’s the high water of 2011 that provides the break the pallids have been looking for.
Tyler Haddix: We are finding juvenile pallid sturgeon using much more of the river.  We’re seeing a large increase in the

Tyler Haddix: (On Camera) production of a lot of our native minnow species that pallid sturgeon forage on.  With that, the fish that we’re catching this year, the pallid sturgeon, they have full bellies, their more robust, the condition of those fish is good which shows that with the increase in the productivity of the system, these fish are becoming healthier. 

Tyler Haddix: We can maybe try and mimic some of the things we saw in 2011 at a much smaller scale.  Even though they might not be flooding our farmers out, it might be really beneficial to the fishes that adapted to this river.  A little bit of flow, a little bit of temperature might go a long ways in the future.

Tyler Haddix:  We put these passive integrated transponder tags in almost all of our pallid sturgeon that come out of the hatchery.  It is the exact same tag that the vets put into people’s dogs so they have a unique identification on that dog.  So when we capture a pallid sturgeon we scan for that pit tag and it will tell us the whole history of that fish.  For instance, these fish that we put in the river in 1998, still have not reached sexual maturity in the river as of 2011. 
Mike Gurnett:  Nothing happens fast in the pallid sturgeon’s world, but these findings show that the flows just might be moving the pallids in the right direction. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

