FWP Outdoor Report Script

8/18/11
“POWDER RIVER”

WINSTON GREELY: IN A REMOTE PART OF SOUTHEASTERN MONTANA’S SHEEP COUNTRY, FLOWS THE POWDER RIVER WHO’S WATERS ARE RELATIVELY UNKNOWN TO MAN. 
DAVE STAGLIANO: THIS SECTION OF THE STATE REALLY HASN’T HAD THE SAMPLING EFFORT AS OTHER SECTIONS, AND SO, I CAN’T SAY I’M THE FIRST PERSON TO BE HERE, BUT YOU SURE FEEL LIKE YOU ARE BREAKING GROUND ON NEW STUFF.
WINSTON GREELY:  THIS MONTANA NATURAL HERITAGE CREW IS FLOATING THE POWDER RIVER TO SURVEY THE BUGS AND FISH LIVING IN ITS’ WATERS.
DAVE STAGLIANO: WE WANT TO HOPEFULLY SHOW THAT THE STREAM IS STILL STABLE AND NOT BEING AFFECTED BY ANY UPSTREAM OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT.

WINSTON GREELY: AS THEY DOCUMENT THE VARIETY OF NATIVE FISH SPECIES. THEY ALSO LOOK AT THE AQUATIC INSECTS, WHICH PROVIDE A GOOD INDICATOR OF A RIVERS’ HEALTH. 
DAVE STAGLIANO: IF SOMETHING HAPPENS OVER THE COURSE OF A YEAR THE BUGS WILL TELL YOU SOMETIMES BETTER THAN THE FISH.
WINSTON GREELY: WITH EACH STEP DOWN THE POWDER THIS CREW TRIES TO DOCUMENT EVERYTHING IT SEES. AND IN SO DOING DISCOVERS HOW SPECIAL THIS PRAIRIE STREAM REALLY IS.
DAVE STAGLIANO: THE POWDER RIVER IS PROBABLY ONE OF THE LAST UNDISTURBED, AQUATIC PRAIRIE RIVERS IN THE STATE.
WINSTON GREELY: WHILE MANY PEOPLE MAY NEVER SEE THIS RIVER, THERE ARE A FEW CREATURES WHO ARE GLAD THAT AT LEAST SOMEONE IS TAKING NOTICE. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.
