FWP Outdoor Report Script

6/16/11
“PARK RESERVATIONS”

WINSTON GREELY: STATE PARK OFFICIALS ARE TRYING TO GET THE WORD OUT, VISITORS CAN NOW RESERVE A CAMPING SPOT AT MOST STATE PARKS. 
TOM REILLY: WE HAVE 20 STATE PARKS ON THE CAMPSITE RESERVATION PROGRAM AND THOSE ARE ALL THE MAJOR DESTINATION CAMPING STATE PARKS.
WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): CAMPING AT A STATE PARK USED TO BE ON A FIRST COME FIRST SERVE BASIS, BUT NOW YOU CAN RESERVE SELECTED CAMPING SITES BY PHONE OR GO TO MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS WEBSITE AND FIND THE LINK TO THE ONLINE RESERVATIONS.
TOM REILLY: WE HAVE MADE IT AS CONVENIENT AS WE CAN FOR RESIDENTS AND NON-RESIDENTS. WHERE AS ALL THE MAPS OF EACH STATE PARK ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE, AS WELL AS, REAL TIME DATA ON WHAT SITES ARE AVAILABLE AND WHAT SITES REMAIN AS WALK ON. AND THE WALK ON ASPECT IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE YOU DON’T NEED A RESERVATION TO CAMP IN A MONTANA STATE PARK.
WINSTON GREELY: ALONG WITH VISITORS, THIS RESERVATION SYSTEM BENEFITS CAMPGROUND HOSTS, WHO ARE VITAL TO A QUALITY STATE PARK EXPERIENCE. 
DAVE LANDSTROM: A HUGE, HUGE PART OF THEIR JOBS HISTORICALLY HAS BEEN RUNNING AROUND COLLECTING FEES, EXPLAINING THE FEE SYSTEM, USUALLY CORRECTING IT. NOW THEY SHOW UP WITH THEIR RECEIPT, AND THEY ARE PRE-PAID, AND ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS MAKE SURE THEY HAVE A GOOD TIME.
WINSTON GREELY: PARK MANAGERS EXPECT IT WILL TAKE A FEW YEARS FOR VISITORS TO GET USED TO THE NEW RESERVATION SYSTEM, BUT THEY ARE CONFIDENT IT WILL BENEFIT MONTANA STATE PARKS AND THE PEOPLE WHO WILL USE THEM.
DAVE LANDSTROM: I THINK IT IS GOING TO TURN OUT TO BE A VERY POPULAR SYSTEM. IT’S GOING TO TAKE SOME GETTING USED TO, BUT I THINK YOU ARE GOING TO FIND IT IS GOING TO MAKE IT A LOT EASIER TO PLAN YOUR CAMPING TRIP. 

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.
