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“NAWCA”

WINSTON GREELY: THERE WAS A TIME WHEN BIG HOLE RANCHER JOHN DOOLING WAS SKEPTICAL OF A PROGRAM THAT WOULD PAY HIM TO CONSERVE HIS LAND AND THE WILDLIFE WHO SHARE IT. BUT UNLIKE HIS 60 YEAR OLD TRACTOR THINGS DO CHANGE.
JOHN DOOLING: I REALLY BECAME SOLD ON CONSERVATION EASEMENTS AND PRESERVING OPEN LAND AND AGRICULTURE BECAUSE I LOVE THE BIG HOLE, NOT JUST MY RANCH BUT THE WHOLE BIG HOLE.
WINSTON GREELY: NOW THE DOOLING RANCH IS PROTECTED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS BY THE NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS CONSERVATION ACT OR NAWCA. THIS FEDERALLY FUNDED PROGRAM HAS CONSERVED NEARLY 300,000 ACRES OF WETLANDS ACROSS MONTANA. TO DO THIS NAWCA REQUIRES A ONE DOLLAR MATCH FOR EVERY DOLLAR IT SPENDS, BUT IN MONTANA THAT MATCH HAS BEEN MORE THAN QUADRUPLED.
BOB SANDERS: IF YOU COULD GO OUT AND TAKE A MILLION DOLLARS AND LEVERAGE THAT AND EVERY TIME YOU LEVERAGE THAT YOU HAVE 4 OR 5 MILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF BUYING POWER THAT IS INCREDIBLE, THAT IS OFF THE SCALE AND THAT IS WHAT NAWCA PROVIDES.
WINSTON GREELY: NAWCA PRIMARILY BENEFITS WILDLIFE, BUT IT ALSO PROTECTS WATER AND CAN OFFER RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.
BOB SANDERS: HAVING AREAS TO GET OUT AND WALK, HAVING AREAS TO BIRD WATCH AND TO ME IT IS A BIRTHRIGHT IT IS OUR LEGACY AS MONTANANS TO BE ABLE TO ENJOY THIS AND HAVE THESE OPEN SPACES. 
WINSTON GREELY: FOR MANY MONTANANS THESE SHARED VALUES ARE REASONS TO CONSERVE MONTANA’S WETLANDS.
BOB SANDERS: TO ME ITS’ DUCKS, TO HIM ITS’ CATTLE, TO SOMEBODY ELSE ITS’ A HUNTING OPPORTUNITY, TO SOMEBODY ELSE ITS’ OPEN SPACE, BUT NO MATTER WHAT THE VALUE THIS IS A PROGRAM THAT REALLY IMPACTS A LOT OF ASPECTS OF MONTANA LIFE.
WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

