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MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS_____

OUTDOOR REPORT

CLOSED CAPTION TEXT

“Meet The Commissioners #2”
     September 26, 2013

Mike Gurnett: In an earlier Outdoor Report we spent a little time with two of the volunteer members of the Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission, Chairman Dan Vermillion and Commissioner Matt Tourtlotte. 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) In this story we’ll find out a little about the remaining three members of the commission.  Rich Stuker, vice chairman and commissioner from district three representing North Central Montana. 

Rich Stuker: We raise angus cattle and try to put up most of our own hay. By statute one board member has to have extensive experience in the breading of livestock. But I do not believe

Rich Stuker: (On Camera) that as a board member I am there to represent just the livestock.   I think I am there to bring the knowledge of genetics and breading from my professional life, which is a rancher, and interject that into the discussion we have.  I fully believe I am there to represent everyone.

Mike Gurnett: Larry Wetsit, district four commissioner representing Northeastern Montana.

Larry Wetsit: I’ve been involved with the tribes all of my life. I was former chairman of the Fort Peck Tribes.  I guess I’ve been involved with the Fort Peck Community College for over thirty years.
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Larry Wetsit: (On Camera) To properly manage wildlife one has to invest lots of science but the reason why we do that is because that is the reason why we all live in Montana.  We live here because of the opportunities to interact.  The opportunities to harvest animals.  The opportunities to have experiences that may change our life, may give us an experience we’ll never forget.

Mike Gurnett: Gary Wolfe, district one commissioner representing Northwestern Montana.

Gary Wolfe: I am a wildlife biologist by training.  I was with the Elk Foundation a total of fifteen years and I became executive director of Vital Ground Foundation.

Gary Wolfe: (On Camera) Most of the last twenty five years I’ve been involved in habitat conservation on a large landscape scale and that’s one of the important rolls of the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks is looking to the future and protecting these very valuable wildlife areas for future generations. 
Mike Gurnett: More in-depth interviews with the five members of the commission are available for viewing at our FWP website.  This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.        
