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Mike Gurnett: If you have a connection to fish and wildlife the decisions made by this five member commission have an impact on your life. 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera)  Montana Fish and Wildlife Commissioners are nominated by the governor from five geographical districts to serve staggered four-year terms. In this story we’ll get to know a little about two of these tireless volunteers.  Dan Vermillion, Commission Chairman and District five Commissioner, representing Southwestern Montana. 
Dan Vermillion: I grew up in Billings a family of three brothers.

Dan Vermillion: (On Camera) I retired from the practice of law and started Sweet Water Travel with my brothers.  I am an outfitter.  Being a commissioner for lands bordering Yellowstone Park has been a real challenge.  There are a lot of big landowners.  There are a lot of great landowners.  Because of all the wildlife there is a lot of pressure on them.  We make a lot of decisions, some that are very popular, some that are very difficult. Montanan’s love their outdoors and being on the commission is not about promoting my business it is about making sure that my son that I took out fishing this morning has the same sort of opportunities that I had when I was a kid.
Mike Gurnett: Matt Tourtlotte, district five commissioner representing Southeastern Montana.
Matt Tourtlotte: I was raised in a fish and wildlife household. My father worked for the Idaho Fish and Game for thirty years

Matt Tourlotte: (On Camera) and what I bring to the table as a practicing attorney is the ability to take these complex issues and at the end-of-the-day figure out a way that makes sense for the management of the species.  I want to have a good spot to take my children fishing.  I want to be able to take my Dad to a nice place like this when he comes out and visits. I don’t think that is different from pretty much any of the people that I’m representing as the region five commissioner.

Mike Gurnett: In an upcoming outdoor report we’ll visit with three more members of the commission. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.        
