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Mike Gurnett:   Over the past two decades, State and Federal biologists along with Big Hole River ranchers have known that Montana’s arctic grayling population was headed for listing under our nation’s Endangered Species Act.

Dan Ash: Thank you for the opportunity to be here with you in Montana today.

Dan Ash: (On Camera) I’m excited to join the Governor to announce some very positive conservation news.  Montana Arctic Grayling ESA protection is not warranted at this time.  The private landowners have tipped the balance for the arctic grayling in Montana.
Mike Gurnett: Ninety percent of Montana’s arctic grayling habitat here in the upper Big Hole 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) is on private land.  At first that was a challenge, but today thanks to the local ranchers that private land is an opportunity.

Emma Cayer: Sp we are looking at a riparian fence and this fence excludes 

Emma Cayer: (On Camera) Out an area to livestock grazing so it reduces the amount of bank erosion and increases the amount of bank stability.
Emma Cayer:  You know, most ranchers built their corrals on the stream system because it was easy access to water.  You know every winter they had to chop ice. It’s that stock tank that we put in that allows this rancher to give up this section of stream.  These stock tanks have a couple of benefits to them. One of the first one’s is this water is coming from a well and not from the stream and can have a stream-flow savings. These tanks, because of the way we have them designed, they circulate the water and it prevents them from freezing.

Emma Cayer: By improving the contours of the ditches and installing these check structures, this rancher was able to improve the yield on his property by one third and use a quarter less water.

Emma: Cayer: I work with great people, other biologists from different agencies and I think I can speak for all of us that we are so---we are proud of this project and it is very humbling to have so much participation with these private landowners.

Mike Gurnett. In addition to the ongoing habitat improvements and grayling monitoring here in the upper Big Hole, promising work is being done on the Ruby and Madison Rivers and in the Centennial Valley, all for the healthy return of Montana’s arctic grayling. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 
