FWP Outdoor Report Script

6/02/11
“MOUNTAIN WHITEFISH”

WINSTON GREELY: RESEARCH IS UNDER WAY TO LEARN ABOUT THE APPARENT DECLINE OF MONTANA’S MOUNTAIN WHITEFISH. 
DAVID SCHMETTERLING: THE THING WITH WHITEFISH IS WE DON’T KNOW A LOT ABOUT THEM, BUT WE KNOW A LOT ABOUT THEIR ENVIRONMENTS THE HABITATS THEY USE AND A LOT OF THE RELATED FISH. SO I THINK WE CAN COME TO A UNDERSTANDING OF WHITEFISH AND A QUICK WAY TO DO THAT IS TO COORDINATE EFFORTS THAT ARE GOING ON IN THE NORTH PART OF THE STATE, THE SOUTHWEST PART OF THE STATE AND THE CENTRAL PART OF THE STATE.
WINSTON GREELY: ONE OF THESE WHITEFISH EFFORTS IS TAKING PLACE ON THE FLATHEAD RIVER WHERE RESEARCHERS ARE USING RADIO TRANSMITTERS TO SEE IF THEY CAN VERIFY LOCAL ANGLER REPORTS OF CATCHING FEWER WHITEFISH.
AMBER STEED: IT’S IMPORTANT TO FIGURE OUT WHY THAT IS. NOT JUST FOR THE ANGLERS WHO LIKE TO FISH FOR THEM, BECAUSE THAT IS IMPORTANT, BUT ALSO FOR THE WHOLE COMMUNITY OF FISH.
WINSTON GREELY: WHITEFISH HAVE LONG HAD A BAD NAME, BUT THEIR IMPORTANCE TO A RIVER IS ONE REASON PEOPLE SHOULD RECONSIDER THIS NATIVE FISH.
DAVID SCHMETTERLING: WHITEFISH ARE A REAL IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF THE RIVER. THEIR PRESENCE BENEFITS NOT ONLY ANGLERS BUT OTHER FISH AND OTHER ANIMALS THAT USE THEM. 
WINSTON GREELY: THE EXTENT OF MONTANA’S WHITEFISH DECLINE IS NOT YET KNOWN, HOWEVER, FISH MANAGERS DO KNOW WHAT THEY LEARN ABOUT WHITEFISH WILL HAVE MANY BENEFITS.  
DAVID SCHMETTERLING: WE NEED TO CARE ABOUT WHITEFISH AND WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND WHAT’S AFFECTING THEM ON THE LANDSCAPE BECAUSE IT PROBABLY IS NOT JUST AFFECTING WHITEFISH.
WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.
