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Larry Zabel: Probably the first thing that I noticed when I came to Montana, outside of the wildlife and stuff, was the open space.  So I said, Hey this is my kind of country.
Larry Zabel: (On Camera) I was really up here to paint cowboys and Indians and the wildlife kind of got in the way once in a while.
Mike Gurnett:  When Larry Zabel decided to move to Montana, he knew his life would change.  But he had no way on knowing
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) how his desire to find something different would play such a roll in keeping the culture of the Madison Valley the same.
Larry Zabel: What I do is I’m a reporter for the cowboy and the Indian and the elk and that sort of stuff.  Being a reporter for the cowboy is a fun thing because I got to go out there and ride with the real cowboys.  If they come in tennis shoes and ball-caps I don’t paint them.  I paint the guy who comes in the cowboy hat and boots.  And so guys grumble about that and I say next year show up in a cowboy hat and I’ll paint you.  So they do that and I kept the West alive a couple more years anyway.

Larry Zabel: Now I’m a reporter for the elk and the hunting of elk.  Just being out there amongst them is what it is all about. 

Mike Gurnett: One of Larry’s original paintings might sell at auction for over $100.000.00.  The next painting, he might just give it away to the Madison Valley Ranchlands Group, the local high school rodeo team or Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

Larry Zabel:  Yah I guess it is kind of paying my dues now I guess I have been so blessed to live in such a beautiful place I should pay some dues for this.  So I am happy to be able to do it.  Happy to be able to have something of value that I can donate to a worthy cause and help justify my good fortune of being here…A great place this Montana. 
`

Mike Gurnett:  This last fall Larry lost his battle with leukemia and so the reason for this story is to say thanks to Larry Zabel one last time. This is Mike Gurnett, with Montana’s Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 
