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“I’ll Be Home…Montana”

 December 23, 2010
Mike Gurnett: In 1942, in the midst of the Second World War, legendary recording artist Bing Crosby released “White Christmas.” 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) The following year he recorded “I’ll be Home For Christmas,” another instant classic that was written as if it were a letter from a soldier overseas to the family back home with a message as pertinent today as it was nearly seventy years ago.

MSGT Tom Bauer: My name is Master Sergeant Tom Bauer. My hometown is Missoula Montana.

MSGT Tom Bauer: (On Camera) I was deployed fall of 2002 through late into 2003.  The thing that I missed the most while being gone was missing hunting season.  My wife and I are best friends and hunting partners.  That really made me miss Montana.

LT Daniela Ragen: I am Lieutenant Daniela Ragen from Townsend Montana 

LT Daniela Ragen: (On Camera) and I was deployed to Iraq during the Holidays in 2003.  During the Holidays what I missed the most was the outdoors, The beautiful hikes that I would take with my family, the mountains, the wildlife that you would see during the hikes that we took together.  That’s something that I truly truly missed. 

SFC Adam Bell: My name is Sergeant First Class Adam Bell.

SFC Adam Bell: (On Camera) I was deployed in Samarra Iraq during the holidays. I spent quite a bit of time thinking about our family.  I missed my dog, that young lab of mine.  The horses. Those memories of what we miss most reminded me of what I needed to go back home and do.
SFC Adam Bell: Some of the great things about Montana I don’t think we fully appreciate until we’re away from it and have a chance to reflect back on what a great State we live in.

