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Mike Gurnett: one hundred and thirty eight thousand nonresident anglers will tell you that Montana is one of the best sport fishing destinations in the world. Fishing is important to our economy and a way nearly a quarter million Montanans enjoy the outdoors. 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) So when this northern pike, a top-tier-predator, showed up unannounced in one of Montana’s premiere fisheries, anglers were concerned about how this illegal introduction would affect their fishing and biologists were once again faced with the question of where did this fish come from.  
Don Skaar: Our Department’s concerned about illegal fish introductions.  The impact they have on existing fisheries, both native fisheries and other sport fisheries.  We have a group
Don Skaar: (On Camera) it’s called the anglers forum.  It’s a group of statewide angling groups.  About a year ago we started working with them with this idea of putting together a reward program to supplement the tip-mont reward program that the Department has.

Roxanne Tubbs: I just started fishing four years ago and got involved in Walleyes Unlimited

Roxanne Tubbs: (On Camera) and we stress reporting. Tip-mont is the place to call, get the boat number and then let law enforcement, game wardens do what they need to do.   It’s just a matter of making people aware they are being watched by people who are really concerned about what it is this resource offers for everyone. 
Mark Aagenes: This is an issue that is really concerning to Montana Trout Unlimited.

Mark Aagenes: (On Camera) We’re willing to put in over $10,000.00 for the successful prosecution of somebody that is caught and convicted of these illegal introductions.  It’s not just a trout issue. It’s not just a walleye issue.  It’s not just a pile issue.  It’s a Montana issue and it’s an issue that’s going to affect all of our fisheries.
Mike Gurnett: Walleyes Forever, Pike Masters, BASS, Montana Wildlife Federation and FOAM are also contributing.  We’re asking help from anglers and angling groups.  The very people who have the most to lose.  This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 
