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Mike Gurnett: During winter and early spring, biologists within Montana’s hatchery system are busy working to raise a variety of fish to be released in our lakes, ponds and reservoirs.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) High densities and handling can bring on added stress and disease to the population.  Here at Giant Springs, biologists are improving these conditions through innovative changes in nutrition.  
Matt Wipf: The study was kind of broke into two parts.  

Matt Wipf: (On Camera) So there was just a regular feed diet and then there was two versions of the probiotic supplement. Probiotics are basically; it’s a bacteria and a fungus.  They stimulate the immune system.

Matt Wipf: So we calculate those percentages, weighed out the probiotic into the feed and mixed them up.  You know it like kids in the classroom. When there’s lots of kids in the classroom and Johnny and Jenny get sick, everyone else kind of gets sick from that because there’s lots of kids in the room.  It’s the same way with fish in the raceway.  We look at after the probiotic study, is there any stress to the outside of the fish?  Is there fin erosion?  Then we look internally to see if there is any damage internally. Is there damage to the liver, damage to the kidneys?  The probiotics have a good affect on the immune system. They are bumping up that immune system and they’re really helping with the feed conversion rate which is allowing them to grow faster and stay healthier so that when we release them they are ready for the wild. 
Mike Gurnett:  The supplements used in the study are 100 percent organic ingredience. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and park.
