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Mike Gurnett: In the mid 1970’s, the iconic grizzly bear of the Yellowstone Ecosystem had---what you might say---a close call.
Chris Servheen: Well, you know we didn’t think that the bear population was going to make it in Yellowstone in 1981.  

Chris Servheen: (On Camera) There were perhaps as few as 32 adult females and so we were really worried about the future of bears there. 

Mike Gurnett:U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service biologist Chris Servheen has spent the past 33 years coordinating state and federal efforts to recover the grizzly bear.  Looking at the volume of data,
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) there isn’t a bear population in the world that scientists know more about than the Yellowstone Grizzly.

Chris Servheen: Well there’s over one thousand grizzly bears in the Yellowstone Ecosystem today and they occupy over 19,000 square miles which is more than twice the area they occupied in 1981.  So we went from recovery to coexistence.

Lauri Hanauska-Brown: One of the big challenges with grizzly bears is of-coarse their omnivorous behavior and the fact they’ll eat just about anything which continues to put them into conflict.  

Lauri Hanauska-Brown: (On Camera) We’re seeking to have bears in places that are biologically suitable and socially acceptable. We might need to do a better job in educating the public about what they might see now that they didn’t necessarily see 20 years ago in terms of bear use. To work with those individuals to maybe clean up problem areas where we do have food sources or attractants that bring grizzly bears to less socially acceptable areas and keep them back in biologically more suitable areas .  Bear resistant containers in areas where there’s a large human presence maybe , but also either a frequent or an occasional grizzly bear visit and those are the kind of situations that we can manage to some extent just by our own actions to ensure their own safety and the safety of the bear population. 
Mike Gurnett. Once delisted, biologists will continue to use the best scientific methods available to monitor the population of the Yellowstone Grizzly.This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 
