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Mike Gurnett: The Rocky Mountain Front, traditional Blackfeet hunting ground and gateway to modern-day wilderness.   Geologically one of the most interesting places on the planet and economically home to some of the best working cattle ranches in the country.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Due to the abundance and variety of wildlife found here where the mountains meet the plains, the area is often referred to as North America’s Serengeti and for the past 34 years biologist Gary Olson has dedicated his career to caring for the wildlife found on this spectacular landscape.

Gary Olson: The best part of being a biologist here is being here. It’s a wonderful opportunity.

Gary Olson: To be honest, it’s always been a dream-come-true for me. This is always what I wanted to do.  It’s an amazingly severe climate, it’s windy, it’s cold and yet we have species that have adapted so well to this environment, you just shake your head in awe and wonder how they do it.

Gary Olson: Over my tenure with the department I’ve seen some big changes in wildlife, both numbers and occurrence.  We’ve got a myriad of species that if you go to another spot on our continent it is hard to duplicate.  A lot of it has to do with land use and how private landowners use the land and how they make room for wildlife.   
Gary Olson: If I were to give the next biologist here some advice, you need to know what’s going on in the country.  Computers are important, but if we’re not out on the landscape I think we loose something.  There’s no better, richer, finer landscape on the earth that I’ve seen and it’s just a privilege to be able to work here.  
Mike Gurnett: And as Gary leaves one of the best jobs in Montana, there’s no question that this place is better off than is was when Gary started. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

