FWP Outdoor Report Script

10/20/11
“GUARD BOWHUNTERS”

WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA GUARDSMEN MIKE BIRRENKOTT AND MATT WEMPLE ARE SURROUNDED BY ELK. AND THEY’VE ONLY BEEN BACK IN MONTANA FOR LESS THAN A WEEK.
MATT WEMPLE: EVERYBODY MISSES HOME WHEN YOU ARE IN IRAQ, BUT I THINK FOLKS THAT LIVE IN MONTANA AND ARE FROM MONTANA WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN AWAY FROM IT FOR A LONG TIME ARE REALLY READY TO GET BACK AND ENJOY THE THINGS THAT ARE GREAT ABOUT MONTANA AND BOWHUNTING IS CERTAINLY ONE OF THOSE THINGS.
WINSTON GREELY:  MATT IS A BOWHUNTER INSTRUCTOR, BUT FOR MIKE THIS IS HIS FIRST HUNT. AND LIKE ALL FIRST TIME MONTANA BOWHUNTERS MIKE HAD TO TAKE THE BOWHUNTER EDUCATION COURSE, BUT HE TOOK IT AT AN UNLIKELY PLACE.
MATT WEMPLE: AND I THOUGHT LET’S SEE IF WE CAN BRING THIS OVER TO IRAQ AND DO IT.
WINSTON GREELY:  FOR THE FIRST TIME MORE THAN 30 MONTANA GUARDSMEN TOOK THE MONTANA BOWHUNTER FIELD COURSE WHILE DEPLOYED OVERSEAS.
MIKE BIRRENKOTT: MADE TIME OVER THERE GO BY FASTER LEARNING ABOUT BOWHUNTING, BECAUSE I WAS REALLY LOOKING FORWARD TO COMING BACK AND DOING IT.
WINSTON GREELY: BUT LIKE SETTING A TREE STAND IN A PALM TREE, THERE WERE SOME CHALLENGES IN DOING A MONTANA FIELD COURSE IN THE DESERT.
MATT WEMPLE: NOT A LOT OF GRASS OR VEGETATION IN IRAQ OR ENVIRONMENTS THERE THAT YOU WOULD ENCOUNTER IN MONTANA SUITABLE TO SETTING UP A FAKE BLOOD TRAIL.
WINSTON GREELY: BUT THROUGH IT ALL THE THOUGHT OF RETURNING DURING THE HUNTING SEASON, EXCITED A LOT OF MONTANA SERVICEMEN.

MATT WEMPLE: YOU KNOW IT IS MONTANA NATIONAL GUARD BECAUSE GUYS ARE TALKING ABOUT GOING HOME AND GOING BOWHUNTING FOR ELK, OR GOING DEER HUNTING, OR DID YOU DRAW ANY TAGS FOR THIS DISTRICT OR THAT DISTRICT. IT IS KINDA OF A UNIQUE CULTURAL ASPECT OF MONTANA IT MAKES IT SPECIAL I BELIEVE.
WINSTON GREELY: MIKE AND MATT DIDN’T GET ANYTHING ON THEIR FIRST HUNT BACK, BUT BOTH ARE GLAD TO BE HOME AND HUNTING AGAIN IN MONTANA. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

