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Mike Gurnett: Freezout Lake Wildlife Management Area is one of the Montana’s premiere waterfowl habitats. This wildlife success story begins about 40 miles 
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) to the West, here at the mouth of the Sun River Canyon and the start of the 1931 Pishkun Supply Canal, constructed to bring water to the fertile fields of the Fairfield bench and the irrigation wastewater is the lifeblood of Freezout.

Mark Schlepp: Freezout Lake Wildlife Management Area was developed in the early 1950’s to work with a problem that dealt with drainage 

Mark Schlepp: (On Camera) from the irrigation system that is in the Fairfield area.  This entire area at one time became flooded.  They put in lots of miles of ditches and dykes to make this an area for different bird species, whether it be waterfowl or shorebirds. 
Mike Gurnett: The sixty year old system of ditches and dykes has held up well.  However after the heavy rains of 2011 biologists noticed a crack in one of the dykes which holds back the water of one of the area’s major ponds. 

Mark Schlepp: We’ll excavate that entire area down to where the soil is stable and there will be a construction fabric put down for a base layer that the new soil will bind to, to where it will stay in place and gradually build it up to the same type of elevation  and slope that it has been at for years so that the soil will have less chance to move. 

Mike Gurnett: Preventative maintenance projects like this ensures continued quality habitat for the birds and helps to protect neighboring landowners down-stream. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

