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Chuck Watson: Before I start getting ready to plant the barley in the spring I watch the geese 

Chuck Watson: (On Camera) and when the geese come in, that’s an indication that it’s time to get really fired up and get your equipment ready because spring is coming.

Mike Gurnett: The incredible bird migration that moves through Freezout Lake Wildlife Management Area has close ties to the agricultural operations on the nearby Fairfield Bench. First off the water source for Freezout Lake is actually excess irrigation water developed into a waterfowl management area in the early 1950’s.
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) The birds come to these stubble fields to refuel on mainly malting barley that was left behind during last fall’s harvest. It’s a valuable crop, some of the finest malting barley in the world. Their rest and refueling is all about timing.
Mitch Konen: They like this malt barley up here 

Mitch Konen: (On Camera) because it probably is a really good food source and readily available for them on top of the ground. It kind of helps us clean up some of that stuff.

Chuck Watson: When the birds come and they’ve landed on my fields there are people who look at it and say there is a big impact there.  Most of the time the snow geese have moved on before I have ever planted.  Sometimes I will lose some grain at harvest from either the wind shelling it out or the combine knocks some of it out right at the front here when I’m harvesting and they will even find more grain that’s still left here.  They’ll just cover the fields.

Chuck Watson: It just gives me a warm feeling to see those snow geese every year.

Mike Gurnett.  In late fall and after harvest the birds will be back through Freezout to rest and refuel on their way south and just as it is in the springtime everything depends on the bird’s timing. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.        
