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Mike Gurnett: The Boulder River’s Dry Creek Canal was built to carry water to the hayfields east of Big Timber.  Over the years the canal became a favorite spawning area for brown trout.
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) In the fall of the year, for as long as anyone can remember, when the water was turned off local irrigators would walk up the ditch, net the fish and release them into the Boulder River.  Well that was good news for the spawning trout, but their eggs were left high and dry.
Skip Herman: We knew we had a problem.

Skip Herman: (On Camera) We finally came up with the idea that you see behind me here now.  This system is going to allow the fish to get out while still allowing the ranchers to have all the irrigation water they need.

Jason Rhoten: The structure behind up

Jason Rhoten: (On Camera) there is a head-gate structure which allows water to flow down the canal has it historically has done.  Then post irrigation season, the canal structure will be shut.  This portion of the canal will be dry.  The portion of the canal where most of those fish were spawning will remain wet. The water will come down, hit the closed canal and then shoot through the side channel right here behind me.
Jason Rhoten: Now you can see its winter.  The fish have spawned.  The eggs are incubating underneath the ice here.  Historically this used to be dry, but now as you can see there is a bunch of water left in the canal which will keep the reds wet and keep those eggs viable.  In the springtime the eggs will start to eye-up and the fish this spring will actually swim up out of the gravel and hopefully return to the Boulder River.

Jason Rhoten:  An individual landowner, Skip Herman contributed to the project.  The Stillwater Mine contributed to the project.  The Boulder Watershed Group contributed to the project.  Everybody coming together made this project possible.

Skip Herman: The cooperation really is a blueprint for what can happen all across the State when people work together with a common goal. 
 Mike Gurnett: In the springtime, the little fish will exit the irrigation canal by using the side gate on the new structure, then follow this channel to the main Boulder River. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.        
