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Mike Gurnett: Jim Dolan has spent 40 years crafting Montana identities; a bear, an elk, an osprey…an angler, a saddle horse.   Icons that transform the values and ideals of his clients into steel.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) And now after 4 decades of taking his inspiration from Montana’s Western landscape and culture, he’s decided it’s time to give back in the best way he knows how. ..an ambitious work of art that says a lot about Montana and a gift that says a lot about the artist. 

Jim Dolan: What symbolizes the West and of course Montana is the epitome of the West. It is the place to be.
Jim Dolan: (On Camera) I thought about buffalo, I thought about elk and deer, but horses…everyone relates with horses. If you follow your history back, somewhere back there some of your family worked with horses.

Dean Folkvord: You know we knew Jim was building these horses for a special project 

Dean Folfvord: (On Camera) And we were having coffee one day and he said he was looking for a place to position the horses near a highway where people could actually enjoy them because he was going to donate them to Montana.  I said, you know what, we’ve got a piece of property just 5 miles north of our bakery that would look pretty good.  It’s very visible and on a hillside.  You should go and check it out.  He came up and checked it out and he came back and his eyes were as big around as silver dollars and he said, you know I think it is the perfect spot.
Jim Dolan: I had the horses be standing like they are calm.  I don’t always do horses as running.  I see herds of horses just being quiet.  If you have them running it only fools you for about a half of a second because they aren’t moving.  That is really cool but like a photograph. I wanted that feeling of WOW and then pretty soon you see they are symbols of horses so they are believable for a lo0ng time.

Jim Dolan: I think the horses are noncontroversial.  I wanted something people would look at and smile and say, yah, this is Montana.  It’s pretty easy to take for granted what we have here.  We have a great place to live and this is hopefully part of that.  Maybe they simulate what’s important in our lives.  IT is my gift to the people of Montana…It’s a gift from me to them.
 Mike Gurnett: If you would like to see your herd of blue horses, they’re only about 5 miles north of the intersection of Interstate 90 and U.S. Route 287, near Three Forks. This is Mike Gurnett, Happy Holidays from Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.        
