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Mike Gurnett: Around the Montana Capitol Complex there are a couple of problems with birds. One is pigeons generally making a mess and second… woodpeckers are boring holes into the sides of buildings. But now the folks charged with the upkeep of the structures are finding an ally in a third species.
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) American Kestrels the smallest of the North American Falcons pack a fierce intensity into its little body.  They are helping to keep the pigeons and woodpeckers in check and building quiet the fan-base along the way. 
Tom Russ: It would be great to have more kestrels working this area. 


Tom Russ: (On Camera) We have all of these high buildings out here and it would be just great to see a greater population up here.  The kestrel house was built to specifications that were given to us and we’ve never seen any activity at this bird house, this kestrel house.  But yet occupants of the building noticed the kestrel on the East side and they were able to point out where the kestrel made their nest on the East side of the Derivate on our building over there.

Kristan Barbour: The whole office truly was rooting for those little guys 

Kristan Barbour: (On Camera) and you would see them look and kind of pay attention to where---probably make a plan as to what they wanted to do and then they would go back in and wait.  I think that the parents were pretty bright to pick this area but also this huge tree that they knew eventually they little ones could jump-out into. But there is also the paved parking lot below so there was a real risk that that little bird would jump out and not make it.  And then all-of-a-sudden you’d see that the tree on the side of the hole was full of little fledglings. We felt a real sense of pride that we had witnessed this.  What you would read about you got to witness right outside your window.

Mike Gurnett: So you will just leave that hole for the kestrels?

Tom Russ: Oh Yes. They are a great benefit for us.

Mike Gurnett: Montana’s American Kestrels winter in the Southern states or in Mexico and should be headed back up North to nest any day.  This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s Fish, Wildlife and Parks.    

