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“CUTTHROAT CONSERVATION”

WINSTON GREELY: WITH HELICOPTERS AND HORSES, FISH MANAGERS HAVE UNDERTAKEN A MAMMOTH TASK TO RESTORE MORE THAN HALF OF THE WEST SLOPE CUTTHROAT TROUT’S REMAINING RANGE.
MATT BOYER: IT’S CERTAINLY ONE OF THE LARGEST CUTTHROAT CONSERVATION PROJECTS, IF NOT TROUT CONSERVATION PROJECTS, IN THE WESTERN U.S.
WINSTON GREELY:  BIOLOGISTS ARE PLANTING WEST SLOPE CUTTHROAT TROUT IN MORE THAN 20 MOUNTAIN LAKES IN THE SOUTH FORK DRAINAGE OF THE FLATHEAD RIVER. BY TARGETING THESE HEADWATER LAKES, BIOLOGISTS HOPE THESE CUTTHROAT WILL EVENTUALLY TRICKLE DOWN STREAM CREATING A STRONG AND HEALTHY NATIVE CUTTHROAT POPULATION THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE DRAINAGE. 
MATT BOYER: I WOULD CONSIDER THE PROJECT COMPLETE AND A SUCCESS WHEN WE CAN LOOK BACK AT THESE LAKES AND STREAMS, ALL OF THESE INTER-CONNECTED WATERS, AND SEE NATURAL REPRODUCING NATIVE SPECIES IN THE WILD.
WINSTON GREELY: TO CARRY OUT THIS MASSIVE PROJECT BIOLOGISTS, USE A VARIETY OF METHODS TO ACCOMPLISH THE JOB. 
MATT BOYER: I THINK ONE OF THE STRENGTHS OF THIS PROJECT IS THE USE OF ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT, IT HAS TAKEN PLACE OVER A LENGTH OF TIME, AND AS WE DO THESE PROJECTS WE LEARN NEW THINGS AND GET TO USE DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES
WINSTON GREELY: BIOLOGISTS ARE MIDWAY THROUGH THIS DECADE LONG PROJECT, BUT THEY ARE ALREADY SEEING SIGNS OF SUCCESS.
MATT BOYER: WE ARE REALLY STARTING TO SEE THE FRUITS OF OUR LABORS, WE ARE GETTING FISH BACK IN THE LAKES, GETTING REPORTS FROM ANGLERS WHO ARE CATCHING FISH, RECREATIONAL FISHERIES ARE REESTABLISHED AND GOOD THINGS ARE BEING DONE FOR CUTTHROAT TROUT CONSERVATION.
WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.
