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Mike Gurnett:  There’s a sense of urgency when it comes to the declining elk numbers in the Bitterroot Valley.  In one area alone in 2005 there were 1900 elk, today that number is down to 750.
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Equally alarming is the low cow-calf ratio being found here on the winter range. Biologists estimate it takes 25 calves per 100 cows to sustain a healthy elk population.

Craig Jourdonnais: We’re down to single digit calves per 100 cows 

Craig Jourdonnais: (On Camera) in that area and so you just can’t sustain and elk herd with that kind of production.  Well, we have a pretty full complement of large predators in this valley; wolves, mountain lion, black bear. But the wolf is kind newer on the scene.  
Craig Jourdonnais: One of the aspects of this research is to try to understand the nutritional condition of these adult cow elk.  If there is a nutritional problem, maybe when these calves are born they are pre-disposed to predation simply because they’re not as thrifty as they could be.

Kelly Proffitt: Our goal is to put out 22 collars in the East Fork elk herd and then 22 collars in the West Fork elk herd.

Kelly Proffitt: (On Camera) When it gets to be calving season we can track in on these animals to figure out where they are calving by finding the collared animals, the cow herds, on the calving grounds. 
Mike Gurnett: During the elk operation biologists had the opportunity to locate and collar 2 wolves.   These transmitters, in addition to other existing collars, will help biologists monitor the bitterroot valley’s wolf pack distribution and persistence. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.
