           MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS_____

OUTDOOR REPORT

CLOSED CAPTION TEXT
“Bitterroot Collar Rotation”
 February 23, 2012
Ben Jimenez:  So this collar that we’re looking for went out on a cow last February.  The collar has a remote drop-off that’s set top drop off after 52 weeks.

Ben Jimenez: (On Camera) We pull off a magnet and that sets the countdown timer.  So after 52 weeks this thing pops and it comes apart and just falls off the animal. 

Mike Gurnett: During the winter of 2010-201, Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the University of Montana initiated a project, investigating elk survival and recruitment in the Bitterroot Valley of Western Montana.
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Researchers are utilizing some of the best technology available to maximize the efficiency and accuracy of the data they’re collecting. 

Ben Jimenez: We’re up in a plane looking for these collars and taking GPS locations for each collar from air so it kind of gives us a place to start looking on the ground and then I come in and pick them all up one by one, take them back to the office, down-load all the data.  

Ben Jimenez: There’s a GPS schedule that determines how frequently this thing collects a GPS fix and then there’s the VHS, the sound that we listen to, and then the third thing we can set is the mortality sensor.  For elk, anything that is sitting for more than four to six hours, we assume it is dead or the collar has come off. 
Ben Jimenez: They can go out four, five six, deployments just depending on what kind of condition they are in, put it back together, put a new battery on and then put it back out in the next couple weeks on the next round of cows and start the whole thing over again.

Mike Gurnett: In an upcoming Outdoor Report, we’ll take a closer look at some preliminary findings of the calf mortality component of this Bitterroot Elk Ecology Study.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and park.
