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Mike Gurnett: The finish work is wrapping up on the new boat ramp at the Bighorn River Fishing Access Site. That alone really isn’t news.
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) The real story here is how local residents and anglers from throughout the world have stepped up and joined forces for the future of the Bighorn River.
Cleve Schuster: (On Camera) This site has two boat ramps which is not normal for our typical fishing access site.  It’s a reflection of how much use this site gets. The bottom of the ramp had become unserviceable and was becoming a hazard. So, the Bighorn Alliance, which is a pretty big player down here on the Bighorn River, came up with an idea and some funds to remove and replace the ramp.  Overall it has really improved this site and the ramp.  It is much more serviceable for us.
Zoe Opie: The river alliance was formed in 1995, 

Zoe Opie: (On Camera) but within the last four to six years I would say our membership is ten-fold what it used to be. On any given day this river can have, I would say, one hundred to one hundred twenty five boats on it.  And these people, from all over the United States, will contribute anywhere from a two hundred to several thousand dollars trusting us to do something that is good for the river with that money.  So the boat ramp is a perfect example of something that is good for the river.
Zoe Opie:  You know I would say that we are stewards of this river and whatever that might be today would be different than tomorrow.

Mike Gurnett: The Bighorn River Alliance has quite the business plan; the users are the investors, the locals are the brokers and everyone collects the dividends. This is Mike Gurnett, out with Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

