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Mike Gurnett: Weighing 300 pounds and charging at more than 20 miles per hour, bighorn ram dominance fights can produce over 2000 pounds of energy at impact.
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) The fact that bighorn rams can survive these violent clashes is amazing, but taking a look at the cross section of a ram’s skull begins to solve the mystery. 
Tom Carlsen: What I want to show you is some of

Tom Carlsen: (On Camera) the internal processes of the skull that allow rams to butt heads and not cause injury to the brain and actually the spine.  In the skull there is a really thick, bone core.  There is actually two layers of bone around the skull that protects that brain-case.  That adds a lot of protection to the brain when the rams but heads. 
Tom Carlsen: Bighorn sheep are really habitat specialists.  They key in on certain aspects of the habitat and in their case it is actually escape cover.  When we are looking at places to put bighorn sheep, that is what we really key in on.  That’s what they require to exist.

Jennifer Ramsey: The most fascinating thing about bighorn sheep is to watch tem move around in steep terrain.  They are extremely agile.

Well, some of the things that bighorn sheep are susceptible to, obviously pneumonia is a big one.  Parasites with lungworm being one of the most common parasites that we are concerned about with bighorn sheep.
Mike Gurnett: In an upcoming Outdoor Report, we will take a look at the problems that threaten our bighorn sheep herds and the work that’s being done to solve them. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and par
